(§• 43-) Before I close this Paper, after having said so much 
on the subject of weights and measures, it may not be impro¬ 
per to add a few words upon a topic that, although not imme¬ 
diately connected, has some affinity to it; I mean the subject 
of the prices of provisions, and of the necessaries of life, at 
different periods of our history, and, in consequence, the de¬ 
preciation* of money. Several authors have touched inciden¬ 
tally upon this question, and some few have written professedly 
upon it; but they do not appear to me to have drawn a distinct 
conclusion from their own documents. It would carry me in¬ 
finitely too wide, to give a detail of all the facts I have collected; 

I shall therefore content myself with a general table of their 


The various changes that have taken place, by authority, in different reigns, eitherr 
m the weight or alloy of our coins, are allowed for in the subsequent table. 
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results, deduced from taking a mean rate of the price of each 
article, at the particular peridds, and afterwards combining 
these means, to obtain a general mean for the depreciation at 
that period; and lastly, by interpolation, reducing the whole 
into more regular periods, from the Conquest to the present 
time: and, however I may appear to descend below the dig¬ 
nity of philosophy, in such ceconomical researches, I trust I 
shall find favour with the historian, at least, and the antiquary. 




A Table exhibiting the Prices of various Necessaries of Life, together with that of Day Labour, in sterling Money, and also in Decimals, at different Periods, 
from the Conquest to the present Time, derived from respectable Authorities; with the Depreciation of the Value of Money inferred therefrom. To which is 
added, the Mean Appreciation of Money, according to a Series of .Intervals of 50 Years, for .the first 600 Years; and, during the present Century, at shorter 
Periods, deduced by Interpolation. 


Year of 
our Lord 

THE PRICES OF VARIOUS ARTICLES AT DIFFERENT TIMES. 

Wheat, 
per Bushel. 

Miscellaneous Articles. 

Mean 
Depre¬ 
ciation 
from 
these x 2 
Articles 

Beef and 
Mutton, 
per lb. 

Labour 
in Hus¬ 
bandry, 
per Day. 

Depreciation of Money, according 
to the Price of 

Cattle in Husbandry. 

Poultry. 

Butter, 
per lb. 

Cheese, 
per lb. 

Ale, per 
Gallon. 

Small 

Beer, 

per 

Gallon. 

Horse. 

Ox. 

Cow. 

Sheep. 

Hog. 

Goose. 

Hen. 

Cock. 

Wheat. 

n 2 mis¬ 
cellane¬ 
ous Ar¬ 
ticles. 

Meat. 

Day 

Labour. 

Mean of 
all. ; 

s. d . 

jr. s. d. 

£. s. d. 

£. s. d 

£■ s. d. 

£. s. d. 

S. d. 

s, d. 

s. d. 

d. 

d. 

s. d. 

d . 


d. qr. 

s. d. 
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111 0 
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1 O 

0 3 

0 4 t 
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61 
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220 
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1 16 7 

IOO 
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IOO 
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1 O 

IOO 

0 Si 

IOO 

1 O 

IOO 
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IOO 
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IOO 
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IOO 
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IOO 

IOO 

1 °2 

0 4 

100 

100 

IOO 

IOO 

IOO 
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0 4 
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4 6* 

5 1 ° 0 

25O 
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I 84 

217 0 
345 

011 0 

256 

Ol^O 

2 5 + 

3 0 

300 

1 3 

I 82 

1 3 

125 

4 T 

90 

2 

100 

0 8 
53 ° 

ol 

25O 

2 39 

1 si 

■0 7 ? 

24 6 

239 

166 

188 

210 

1700 

4 9 t 
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1720 

4 4 i 











1 O 
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2 2 

0 8 






1740 

3 « 

1000 

476 

800 

437 

7 7 0 

88+ 

1 6’ 0 

602 

1 15 0 

634 

3 6 
3S° 

1 6 

2l8 

1 6* 

150 

9 

180 

3 t 

1 7S 

1 O 
800 

3 

300 

434 

3 0 

0 10 

1 97 

434 . 

2 66 

250 

287 

1760 

3 9i 

l^OO 

667 

8 10 0 

46; 

7 0 0 
874 

170 

626 

1 15 0 

634 

5 0 

Soo 

1 IO 

266 

1 10 

'83 

IO 

200 

& 

1 2 
930 

3 

300 

49 2 

4 2 

O 11 

203 

492 

400 

275 

342 
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1795 

7 10 

IQ O O 

9°4 

16 8 0 

89O 

16 8 0 

2000 

118 0 

882 

5 8 o 

i960 

3 0 

300 

1 6 

218 

1 6* 

150 

230 

5 

250 

1 H 

969 

2 i 

2 75 

752 

5 3 

1 5 + 

426 

752 

511 

43 6 

531 


Mean Appre¬ 
ciation by 
Interpolation. 

A. D. 


1050 

2 6 

1 ICO 

34 

1150 

43 

1200 

51 

I25O 

60 

1300 

68 

I35O 

77 

1400 

33 

1450 

88 

1500 

94 

* 35 ° 

ICO 

1600 

144 

1650 

188 

1675 

210 

1700 

238 

1720 

257 

1 74 ° 

287 

1750 

3 U 

1760 

343 

1770 

384 

1780 

427 

179° 

496 

x 795 

53 1 

1800I 
nearly j 

562 


♦ The small figures denote the price in decimals, whereof those for the year 1550 may be taken for the integer, viz . 100. 

•Besides most of the old chronicles and historians, the following books were consulted, i n constructing the above table; viz. Bishop Fleetwood’s Chronicon Pret to sum, 1st and 2d edit. Liber Gardcrob* y in 
1299. The Sketch of the Establishments of this Kingdom, temp . Ed. III. ct seqq . by J. Bree, 1791. Collection of Ordinances and Regulations of the Royal Household, in divers Reigns, from Edward III. to 
.King William and Queen Mary, Lond. 1790, 4to. The nth volume of,the Arcb&ologia . An Enquiry into the Prices of Wheat and other Provisions in England, from the Year 1000 to 1765, by Mr. Combrune, 
fol.Lond. by T. Longman, 1768. Dr. Smith’s Wealth of Nations. Sir James Steuart’s Political (Economy.; and Dr. Henry’s History. 















































































































































